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statements of position with respect to
any issue in the proceeding.

(b) Disqualification of Administrative
Law Judge—(1) At his own request. An
Administrative Law Judge may with-
draw from any proceeding when he con-
siders himself to be disqualified. In
such event he immediately shall notify
the Commission and each of the parties
of his withdrawal and of his reason for
such action.

(2) Upon the request of a party. Any
party or person who has been granted
leave to be heard pursuant to these
rules may request an Administrative
Law Judge to disqualify himself on the
grounds of personal bias, conflict or
similar bases. Interlocutory review of
an adverse ruling by the Administra-
tive Law Judge may be sought without
certification of the matter by the Ad-
ministrative Law Judge, in accordance
with the procedures set forth in § 10.101.

§ 10.9 Separation of functions.

(a) An Administrative Law Judge
will not be responsible to or subject to
the supervision or direction of any offi-
cer, employee, or agent of the Commis-
sion engaged in the performance of in-
vestigative or prosecutorial functions
for the Commission.

(b) No officer, employee, or agent of
the Federal Government engaged in the
performance of investigative or pros-
ecutorial functions in connection with
any proceeding shall, in that proceed-
ing or a factually related proceeding,
participate or advise in the decision of
the Administrative Law Judge, except
as a witness or counsel in the proceed-
ings, without the express written con-
sent of the respondents in the proceed-
ing. This provision shall not apply to
the Commission or a member or mem-
bers of the Commission.

§ 10.10 Ex parte communications.

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this
section:

(1) Commission decisional employee
means employees of the Commission
who are or may reasonably be expected
to be involved in the decisionmaking
process in any proceeding, including,
but not limited to:

(i) Members of the personal staffs of
the Commissioners;

(ii) Members of the staffs of the Ad-
ministrative Law Judges;

(iii) The Deputy General Counsel for
Opinions and Review and staff of the
Office of General Counsel.

(iv) Members of the staff of the Office
of Proceedings; and

(v) Other Commission employees who
may be assigned to hear or to partici-
pate in the decision of a particular
matter;

(2) Ex parte communication means an
oral or written communication not on
the public record with respect to which
reasonable prior notice to all parties is
not given, but does not include re-
quests for status reports on any matter
or proceeding covered by this part;

(3) Interested person includes parties
and other persons who might be ad-
versely affected or aggrieved by the
outcome of a proceeding; their officers,
agents, employees, associates, affili-
ates, attorneys, accountants or other
representatives; and any other person
having a direct or indirect pecuniary or
other interest in the outcome of a pro-
ceeding;

(4) Party includes a person or agency
named or admitted as a party, or prop-
erly seeking and entitled as of right to
be admitted as a party, to a proceed-
ing, and a person or agency permitted
limited participation or to state views
in a proceeding by the Commission.

(b) Prohibitions against ex parte com-
munications. (1) No interested person
outside the Commission shall make or
knowingly cause to be made to any
Commissioner, Administrative Law
Judge or Commission decisional em-
ployee an ex parte communication rel-
evant to the merits of a proceeding.

(2) No Commissioner, Administrative
Law Judge or Commission decisional
employee shall make or knowingly
cause to be made to any interested per-
son outside the Commission an ex
parte communication relevant to the
merits of a proceeding.

(c) Procedures for handling ex parte
communications. A Commissioner, Ad-
ministrative Law Judge or Commission
decisional employee who receives, or
who makes or knowingly causes to be
made, an ex parte communication pro-
hibited by paragraph (b) of this section
shall:
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